NATIONAL YOUNG PERSONS SUBSTANCE MISUSE TREATMENT FORUM

http://www.nypsmtf.org.uk/
NOTES FROM WORKSHOP DELIVERED AT UKDWF CONFERENCE, YORK 13-14th OCT 09

Workshop Title: “Lost in Space – Understanding the transition needs of young people entering Adult Substance Misuse Services”

Summary: After an “Ice breaker” introductory session, participants were given a short presentation covering the National Guidance available on transition.
Following this participants were split into groups and asked to think about and note their responses to the following questions:
What model of transition operates in your area?

What are the issues – what need to improve/develop?

What can you do in your area?

What model of transition operates in your area?

· 18-25yrs Transition Unit supported by “Think Family” (Trafford).
· Transition Protocol in place (Norfolk).
· Strong links from Custody to community already established.
· Transitional worker to be appointed.
What are the issues – what needs to improve/develop?

· No transitional worker in place.
· No set protocol.
· No consisterncy between services.
· Distrust between services.
· Clarity re thresholds and “cut off points”
· Single point of contact in Adult services needed.
· Communication between services is poor.
· Adult services confusing – “too many!”
· Adult services very opiate based – not yp first drug of choice. 
What can you do in your area?

· Provide “training” for adult workers.

· “Join up” the adult and young people’s commissioning processes.

· Develop clear organisational policies.

· Specific transitional workers available in Custody suites.

· Encourage Adult and YP services to work in partnership.

· Earlier interventions via Criminal Justice System, Social care and Education.
· Profile of Prolific Drug Users and associated targets do not relate to young people.

· Services to be “geared” to poly drug use.

· Services “geared” to stages of development not age.

· Ensure clear focus on transition issues at commissioning stage and delivery.

· Need to take account of people in the Criminal Justice System.

· Need to consider the unique needs of the rural communities.

· Adult services to be more flexible to the needs of young adults E.g. One Stop Shops.

· Improved coordination and improved joint working.

· Services to be tailored for geographical area but delivered to the same overall standard.
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